
 

FEMA’s Public Assistance program  
provides grants to state and local governments, 

tribal organizations and certain private nonprofits 

in the response to and recovery from disasters. 

The program provides financial reimbursement for 

costs associated with eligible debris removal; 

emergency measures that protect lives, health and 

safety or prevent further damage to public and 

private property; and permanent restoration of 

infrastructure, such as rebuilding roads, bridges 

and public facilities. The program also offers  

assistance for eligible hazard mitigation measures. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

State of New York’s Role 

A state-run process — While FEMA provides grant 

funds to the state, the state manages projects and   

provides the federal share of funding to those eligible. 

Online application, management and information is 

available at http://www.dhses.ny.gov/oem/recovery. 

For Applicants 

 Keep good records — Establish, organize,    

maintain and retain documentation.  

 Keep a checklist of milestones — Be aware  of 

timelines for accomplishing work. From the date of 

the presidential declaration, there are six months to 

complete debris removal and  emergency protective 

measures. For permanent work, the timeline is 18 

months (the state can request and FEMA may    

approve extensions). 

 Filing appeals — If you disagree with an action or 

decision, file an appeal within 60 days of receipt of 

notice of the action or decision. For small project 

overruns, file within 60 days of completion of the 

last small project. 

Build Back Safer 

 Hazard mitigation funding may be available to 

help communities avoid or minimize similar future 

losses by rebuilding safer, stronger and more      

resilient during the recovery process.  
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PUBLIC ASSISTANCE  

REIMBURSEMENT PROCESS 

 

Completing Project Worksheets — After initial  

briefings and meetings, FEMA and state public  

assistance coordinators work with applicants to evaluate 

project eligibility and prepare a project worksheet. The 

worksheet is used to develop and define the scope of 

work and formulate costs.  

 
 Project worksheets are submitted to the state and 

FEMA along with all required documentation.  

Following review, worksheets are entered into        

FEMA’s database. 

 Data from state and local applicants may include 

special considerations, such as potential 

environmental or historical impacts to properties 

and hazard mitigation measures.  

 
State Disbursement — Upon project approval, FEMA 

obligates the federal cost share, which is at least 75    

percent, to the State of New York. The state handles  

disbursement of grant funds to the applicant. 

 

Applicant Reimbursement — For small projects 

(eligible cost of less than $66,400), the federal share is  

forwarded from the state immediately upon obligation. 

For large projects (eligible cost of $66,400 or greater),  

further documentation is required from the applicant  

and payment is made on the basis of actual costs as the  

work is completed. 

 
Closeout for large projects — The purpose is to      

certify all work has been completed and all eligible costs 

have been reimbursed. This last step is very important as 

it finalizes recovery funding. All documentation must be 

maintained for five years after disaster closeout.  

 

Learn more online — For further information on the 

Public Assistance program in New York, go to:      

http://www.dhses.ny.gov/oem/recovery  
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